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singly, but we will not concede workmen's committees.'3 It
was this inflexible attitude, persisted in too long, which toned
first the public and then the Government against the colliery
owners. By refusing to meet the colliers' " Committee of Seven "
they created the impression that the men were wishful for peace
but were unable to gain an ear for their overtures. In the end
not only were workmen's committees granted by force of law,
but the hours of labour were curtailed, fines were abolished, and
other concessions were made which cost the colliery owners
dearly, until the extra burden could be transferred to the public.
It is estimated that fifteen of the largest colliery companies
lost together during the year of the strike no less than half a
million pounds,
While thus the large employers look with disfavour upon
labour organisations, they have closed their own ranks, and are
found more than ever uniting in trade associations, and again in
unions of these associations covering entire industries within
wide areas. The strongest of these unions is the Central Union
of German Industrialists, which represents in the main the
great colliery proprietors and ironmasters of Bhineland-West-
phalia, and whose influence is held to have both made and
unmade more than one Minister of State, though every im-
portant industrial district has a central organisation whose
work it is to concentrate the forces of capital in order the
better to resist the pressure of trade unionism, " The military
State of Germany," said the director of the principal Saxon
union of employers at the annual meeting of that body in 1907,
" owes the supremacy of its industry in the world-market to the
discipline asserted in its factories. The authority of the em-
ployer is a precious possession, to defend which is our most
immediate duty. We shall never yield when it is a question of
a test of power on the part of the workmen, where the authority
of the employer might be menaced. 3?or this authority is not
merely the possession of the individual, it is a common good.
Modern economic development has brought to the iront the
estate of the industrialists, who have superseded the old feudal
landed proprietors as employers. Upon the efficiency of the
industrialists depend the nation's power and progress. It is
the duty of the industrialists not merely to provide the increas-
ing millions of the population with a livelihood, but it must